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Section 7.—Department of the Secretary of State* 
The Department of the Secretary of State was constituted in its present form 

in 1873, through the merging of the previously existing offices of the Secretaries 
of State for Canada and for the provinces. The Secretary of State is the official 
mouthpiece of the Government as well as the medium of communication between 
the Dominion and Provincial Governments, all correspondence between the Govern­
ments being conducted by him with the Lieutenant-Governors. He is also the 
custodian of the Great Seal of Canada and the Privy Seal, as well as being the channel 
by which the general public may approach the Crown. 

The Secretary of State is also the Registrar General, registering all proclama­
tions, commissions, licences, warrants, writs and other instruments issued under the 
Great Seal and the Privy Seal. He is further charged with the administration of 
the Boards of Trade Act, the Companies Act, the Canada Temperance Act, the 
Copyright Act, the Naturalization Act, the Patent Act, the Trade Unions Act, 
the Ticket of Leave Act, the Unfair Competition Act, 1932, the Bankruptcy Act, 
and with the collection and tabling of parliamentary returns. Other Acts and 
Regulations administered by the Secretary of State as a result of the declaration 
of war are: the Patents, Designs, Copyright and Trade Marks Emergency Order, 
1939; Regulations governing the maintenance of discipline among and treatment 
of prisoners of war, as well as certain sections of the Defence of Canada Regulations, 
and the consolidated Regulations respecting trading with the enemy, 1939. The 
Secretary of State deals' with the organization and administration of internment 
operations, of refugee camps and of the Office of the Custodian of Enemy Property 
(see pp. 434-435 of the External Trade chapter of this volume). Statistics regarding 
patents and copyrights appear in Chapter XVII at pp. 557-560. 

Charters of Incorporation.—Statistics of companies incorporated under the 
Companies Act are given in Table 9. 

* Revised by E. H. Coleman, K.C., LL.D., Under Secretary of State, Department of the Secretary 
of State. 

9.—Numbers and Capitalizations of Companies Incorporated Under the Companies 
Act and Amending Acts, Fiscal Years 1926-41 

NOTE.—Statistics for the years 1900-25 will be found at p. 1061 of the 1938 Year Book. 
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1 Includes consideration of the amounts of capital received on the issue of shares without nominal or 
par value. 


